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CYNGOR CYMUNED – LLANARMON YN IAL – COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
Biodiversity Report for Year Ending March 2020 

Reference: Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6 

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 

 

 
Introduction and Context: 
Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth which includes all species of plants, animals and the natural systems that 

support them. 

Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council now has a duty to have regard for the conservation of Biodiversity when 

undertaking its functions. 

Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council has a range of activities and services within the community which have a 

positive impact on biodiversity. These include:- 

 The upkeep of Llanarmon yn Ial Playing Field: St Garmon, Llanarmon Cemetery 

Maes y Droell, Graianrhyd Cemetery:   Dewi Sant, Eryrys Cemetery:   

                     Soon to be acquired Graianrhyd Old School Field 

 4 defibrillators, thanks to local residents who raised the funds 

 2 ex telephone kiosks- Graianrhyd and Eryrys 

 Providing 8 planters within the community  

 Maintaining a flower/bulb  planting programme 

 Creating habitats for birds, bees, bats, bugs, insects, and hedgehogs 

 Making payments for the  local community website 

‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. 

 Indeed it is the only thing that ever has.’  Margaret Mead 
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 Supporting the Youth Club and Ysgol Bro Famua  

 Actively promoting the Annual Litter Pick, in all three villages 

The Council promotes sustainability and biodiversity by: 

 Ensuring every project considers Biodiversity and Sustainability in the early stages of development. 

 Sustainable awareness within procurement . 

 Using local materials and craftsmen whenever possible when undertaking work in the Community.   

 

Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council serves approx 1062 residents and many tourists to the area 

The precept for 2019-2020 was £22,440.00 

 

Actions Carried Out 

1. Embed Biodiversity into decision making at Community Council Meetings by: 

 Stated the Council’s commitment to biodiversity and natural areas in the annual report 

 Considered biodiversity when reviewing planning applications 

 Ensured biodiversity was considered when identifying and planning new projects   

 Promoted  courses for volunteers to learn how to build  dry-stone walls 

 Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council have introduced a number of initiatives under their sustainable 

procurement plan. These include reviewing their paper order to ensure that it is from sustainable 

forests, and reducing the amount of paper used. 

 Purchased street furniture recycled from plastic bottles. 

Monitored by full Council when on Agenda at meetings. 

2. Raised awareness of biodiversity and its importance by: 

 Posted details of actions taken by the Council to help biodiversity on the website via minutes 

 Used notice boards and information boards in bus shelters and defibrillator station to display 

descriptions of local flora, fauna, and wildlife 

 Promoted courses on dry-stone walling – traditional rural crafts run by Country Service Countryside, 

through the  Ranger/Project Officer - Clwydian Range & Dee Valley AONB 

 

Monitored by full Council as and when required 

   

     Eryrys ‘Local’ Hedgehog            Llanarmon St  Garmon’s Cemetery          Graianrhyd defibrillator in kiosk 
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3. Safeguarded principal species and habitats by: 

 Support Hen Ardd with the habitat for the Red Crested Newts and wildlife area 

 Left areas within Llanarmon yn Ial playing field wild and Dewi Sant Cemetery to encourage growth of 

more wildflowers and attract more insects e.g. butterflies, bees, and other pollinators 

 Managed all hedgerows in the winter months when the wood lay dormant and avoided working in 

the bird nesting season from March to September 

Monitored by White Oak Properties (Council’s main green spaces contractor) 

4. Maintained existing and created new habitats by: 

 Trimmed hedgerows during dormant growth season 

 Planted tree whips in the Llanarmon Playing Field, provided by the Woodland Trust - using mixed 

planting known to encourage wildlife and nesting birds. 

 The hedge was ‘laid by Country Service who held an annual competition to encourage rural crafts.  

 Encouraging the actively strong Conservation Society with building and placing bird and bat boxes 

around Llanarmon yn Ial area. The Conservation Society take on may projects including replacing 

stiles; as the Llanarmon Community has the highest number of footpaths in Denbighshire. 

 Left areas within community land wild. 

Monitored by Community Volunteers and Councillors 

 

Staghorn Fungus Calocera 

5. Tackle Negative Factors by: 

 Planning 

 Support owners of land to actively promote biodiversity and sustainability with a sensible 

 replanting policy using native species 

 Identified new biodiversity projects in the community budget for and provide funding as 

appropriate’  

Monitored by the Council 
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6. Listen to others to improve and share results by: 

 Continue asking for advice, listening to, and engaging with all outside agencies i.e. North Wales 

Wildlife Trust and Invite North Wales Wildlife to attend meetings. 

 Actively engage Denbighshire  Country Service Countryside, through the  Ranger/Project Officer -

 Clwydian Range & Dee Valley AONB to promote Hen Ardd nature reserve 

 Continue engaging with Denbighshire Countryside Services to promote Graianrhyd Old School field. 

 Work with the Biodiversity officer in Denbighshire County Council to increase knowledge and 

understanding of local issues and adopt best practice whenever practicable 

Monitored by the Chair of the Council 

 

7. Support and reward community efforts by: 

 Continued involvement in the community for our open areas, and places of industrial heritage  

 Encourage organisations receiving grants from Llanarmon yn Ial  Community Council to actively 

contribute towards  supporting biodiversity within their activities 

 Work with agencies such as our Conservation Society and  North Wales Wildlife Trust to encourage 

additional volunteers from the community 

Monitored by Chair of the Council 

       Review of S6 Duty 
What Has Worked Well 

 Planting bulbs and seasonal bedding plants in the 8 planters located in the three communities/villages.  

 Planting additional daffodil, bluebell and snowdrop bulbs at the entrances and around St Garmon Llanarmon 

yn Ial Church, Dewi Sant, Eryrys and Maes y Droell cemeteries. 

 Transforming disused telephone boxes into local information centres to provide information and leaflets on 

the local area, housing the defibrillator; dog-mess bags, cycle repair kits, first aid boxes, bokks and CD’s. 

 Working with Country Service Countryside Ranger/Project Officer - Clwydian Range & Dee Valley AONB  

 

What Have the Barriers Been 

  Apathy 

 Lack of volunteers 

 Lack of understanding of Biodiversity  

 Raising of funds 
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Biodiversity Plans – June 2020 

Reference: Environment (Wales) Act 2016  

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty  
 

What Changes are Planned  

Prepare and publish a plan setting out what Llanarmon yn Ial Community Councillors proposes to do to comply with the 

duty. Included in other plans; but proportionate to the activity and functions.  

  Arrange for Councillors to attend awareness training courses and receive relevant training so they 

understand the requirements of ‘Biodiversity and Sustainability’. 

  Identify potential biodiversity projects around the area and place on the agendas 

 Prioritise projects by cost, resources needed and how easy it would be to complete 

 Include funding for biodiversity projects when setting precept 

 Planting community orchard in conjunction with North Wales Wildlife Trust, using native fruit trees on the 

Old School Field Graianrhyd 

 Planting mixed hedges and berry producing shrubs  

 Working more with Ysgol Bro Famua School  

 Working more with the local Conservation Society if possible 

 Councillors attending, promoting and rewarding the Annual Litter Pick. 

 

How Will it be Monitored and When will it be Reviewed 

 Biodiversity to be included on agendas for council meetings three times a year for updates. 

 Individual Councillors to report on progress of individual projects. 

 Individual Councillors to identify actions needed to complete work within a ‘reasonable’ time scale 

 Projects to be reviewed on an annual basis with progress recorded in the annual Community Council report. 

 Encouraged the community to continue volunteering to maintain all green spaces with a respect for nature.  

 Whenever holding a public meeting discuss projects with locals, and invite speakers. 
           Local Bog Asphodel 

 


